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The CM was speaking in Kokrajhar on the sidelines of the commemoration of completion of five years of the Bodo Peace Accord
NISHAT NIZAMI 
GUWAHATI, 29 JANUARY 

 

A
mid the prevailing 
tension in the neigh-
bouring country, 
Chief minister of 

Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said that sections of the 
Bangladeshi establishment 
in collusion with the ISI are 
helping militants regroup in 
North-east. 

The chief minister was 
speaking in Kokrajhar on the 
sidelines of the commemo-
ration of completion of five 
years of the Bodo Peace Accord 
signed in the year 2020. Elab-
orating on the subject, he 
said: “Today the situation is 
not good in Bangladesh. There 
are reports that the ISI and 
sections of Bangladeshi estab-
lishments are trying to regroup 
militants in North-east. But 
my own assessment is that it 
would not be practically pos-

sible because within Assam, 
nobody wants to disturb peace 
now. The people of Assam 
are united that we will not 
give any place for violence. 
So even though I do not have 
confirmed news but even if 
there are some efforts, it will 
not have much impact because 
people want peace. You cannot 
run a militancy movement 
only  from outside the country 
if there is no local support. 
Today there is absolutely no 
local support.” 

Asked if the border is being 
fenced, he said: “There is 
fencing around the border.  
Assam and Bangladesh border 
is in a completely fenced state. 
But the problem is that there 
are porous areas.  In porous 
areas over Brahmaputra, you 
cannot fence it. There is no 
technology. So we are moni-
toring through gadgets. The 
BSF has all the gadgets and 
every day there are 10 to 12  

Pragati Yatra: Nitish Kumar 
to visit Katihar today, review 
development projects
AGENCIES 
PATNA, 29 JANUARY 

 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar will visit Katihar on 
Wednesday as part of the sec-
ond phase of his Pragati Yatra 
to review ongoing development 
projects, inaugurate completed 
works, and lay foundation 
stones for various new infra-
structure initiatives. 

During his visit, he will go 
to Rampur Panchayat under 
the Koda Assembly constituen-
cy. 

CM Nitish Kumar will 
engage directly with residents, 
Jivika groups, and other com-
munity representatives to 
address their concerns. 

He will inspect key public 
infrastructure, including res-
idential schools dedicated to 
the minority community in 
Rampur Panchayat, hospitals, 

roads, and Anganwadi cen-
tres. 

The Chief Minister will take 
a detailed review meeting with 
district officials to assess the 
progress of government welfare 
schemes and ensure their 
effective implementation. 

Senior officials, ministers, 
and local MLAs have already 
reached the venue and all 
administrative arrangements 
have been finalised for the 
visit. The Pragati Yatra aims 
to strengthen governance, 
public infrastructure, and wel-
fare programs across Bihar, 
ensuring that development 
initiatives reach the grassroots 
level effectively. 

CM Kumar, during the Pra-
gati Yatra in Purnea on Tuesday, 
inaugurated and laid the foun-
dation stone for 62 develop-
ment projects worth Rs 580 
crore.

Hotels, airlines see upswing 
in profits amid Mahakumbh
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 29 JANUARY 

 
The Mahakumbh mela has 
become a boon for the hos-
pitality sector and airlines 
with profits expected to 
f irm up amid soaring
demand. This is  being 
reflected in the rise in the 
share prices of companies 
such as Benares Hotels, a 
subsidiary of  the Tata 
Group’s Indian Hotels.  

The share price of 
Benares Hotels Ltd in the 
morning trade on Wednes-
day went up to Rs 10,610.00 
on the BSE which represents 
an 11.50 per cent increase 
from the previous closing 
price of Rs 9,552.95 on Tues-
day. 

The stock price of this 
smallcap hotel company 
has been rising amid decline 
in the BSE Sensex and small-
cap segment. 

Benares Hotels Ltd oper-
ates Taj Ganges and Taj 
Nadesar Palace in Varanasi 
and Ginger, Gondia in Maha-
rashtra. The Indian Hotels 

Company Limited (IHCL) 
is the ultimate Holding 
Company of Benares Hotels. 

For the third quarter 
(October-December), 
Benares Hotels announced 
a 20 per cent year-on-year 
(YoY) increase in net profit 
at Rs 13.6 crore. The com-
pany’s revenue rose 16.2 
per cent to Rs 40.1 crore 
during the quarter. 

According to the com-
pany, the Kumbh Mela and 
related travel in the region 
have led to an increase in 
domestic demand and the 
revenue is expected to surge. 

Airlines are another seg-
ment that has benefited 
from the high demand 
resulting from the increase 
in fares during Mahakumbh 
as demand has surged. 

Airfares to Prayagraj from 
major cities have skyrock-
eted. While the ticket costs 
for Delhi to Prayagraj flights 
have soared to 20,000 or 
more from 5,000 earlier, 
the Mumbai to Prayagraj 
flights are costing between 
20,000 to 56,000.

Drugs valued at ̀  7.64 crore seized in Mizoram; one held

Over 50.7 million take dip in Sangam by 4 pm 
on Mauni Amavasya during Mahakumbh

Covert attempt to help militants 
regroup in North-East: Assam CM

ZORO protests abolition of free movement along Indo-Myanmar border
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
AIZAWL, 29 JANUARY 

 
The Zo-Reunification Organ-
ization (ZORO), a prominent 
group advocating for the 
unity of Zo ethnic tribes, 
staged a massive protest on 
Tuesday against the Mizoram 
state government's order 
implementing the Central 
government’s decision to 
abolish the Free Movement 
Regime (FMR) and introduce 
a new border pass system. 

The demonstration 
included symbolic acts such 
as burning copies of the gov-
ernment order and was held 
in the state capital Aizawl 
along with other district 
headquarters—Champhai, 
Lunglei, Kolasib, Serchhip, 
and the towns of Mimbung 
and Vaphai. Similar protests 
were also organised in Teng-
noupal and Chandel districts 
of Manipur. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 29 JANUARY 

 
Leaders cutting across party 
lines on Wednesday con-
doled the loss of lives during 
a stampede-like situation 
at Mahakumbh in Uttar 
Pradesh's Prayagraj district, 
and appealed to the state 
government to provide ade-
quate treatment to the 
injured. 

At least 30 pilgrims were 
killed dead and over 60 peo-
ple, mostly women, injured  
during the stampede-like 
situation in the Mahakumbh 
late Tuesday night even as 
the Amrit snan on Mauni 
Amavasya of the 13 Akharas 
commenced late Wednesday 
amid tight security meas-
ures. 

Samajwadi Party Presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav issued 
a statement on social media 
X on Wednesday saying that 
the news of the casualties 
of  devotees in the 
Mahakumbh  is very sad.  

"There is an appeal to 
our government that medical 
arrangements should be 
made immediately by trans-
porting seriously injured to 

the nearest best hospitals. 
Besides,  arrangements 
should be made to identify 
the bodies of the dead and 
hand them over to their 
families and send them to 
their  residence," he 
appealed. 

"Monitoring should be 
increased by using the hel-
icopter while arrangements 
should be made to carry 
out the 'Amrit Snan of Mauni 
Amavasya' amidst safe man-
agement, keeping the unbe-
lievable-immortal tradition 
of 'royal bath', which has 
been going on since long. 
We also appeal to the devo-
tees to work with restraint 
and patience in this difficult 
time and conclude their pil-
grimage peacefully.  

"The government should 
take lessons from yesterday's 
incident and make additional 
arrangements for the stay, 
food and other facilities of 
the devotees. Wish for early 
health benefits of all those 
who were hurt in the acci-
dent," Yadav added. 

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) chief Mayawati said 
the incident is very sad and 
worrying.

Akhilesh, Mayawati condole loss 
of lives in Mahakumbh stampede

Bangladeshis being captured.  
So, Assam is very  vigilant 
when it comes to infiltration 
from Bangladesh.” 

Responding to the question 
of reports of the exiled ULFA 
leader Paresh Barua being in 
touch with a section in 
Bangladesh to revive militancy 
in Assam, the CM said: “ My 
personal opinion is that Paresh 
Barua wants peace and I keep 
talking to him. I have no infor-
mation and no idea that he 
wants to destabilise Assam. 
He may not come to a nego-
tiating table but I am of the 
opinion that he does not want 
to destabilise peace and pros-
perity of Assam.” 

Notably, the Bodoland 
Territorial Council (BTC) is 
an autonomous body estab-
lished under the sixth Schedule 
of the Constitution for the 
BTR. The body has forty elected 
seats. During the last polls, 
the party founded in August 
2015 got 16 seats without the 
Bharatiya Janata Party but 

later formed an alliance with 
the ruling party of Assam. 
The BTC is headed for polls 
this year where the United 
People’s Party Liberal headed 
by Pramod Boro is in power. 

Talking about whether the 
state BJP would continue its 
alliance with the UPPL in the 
forthcoming elections, the 
CM said: “Last time we con-
tested independently but post 
elections we formed the gov-
ernment together. Now also, 
although we have a very strong 

presence, we have not claimed 
neither for the post of chief 
nor for deputy chief. So this 
is the way of BJP’s approach 
towards the tribal community. 
When elections will come, 
the party president and 
Pramod Boro would sit togeth-
er and decide together whether 
it is better to contest together 
or independently. It is to be 
decided on the basis of strategy. 
Sometimes if we contest 
together we may not get many 
seats but if we contest inde-

pendently we might get more 
votes.” 

Mr Sarma also underlined 
how the Bodoland Territorial 
Region (BTR) had transformed 
into a place of peace. “Earlier 
even the Assam CM would 
come once in five years while 
other people would not come. 
There were bomb blasts, 
grenades. Now around 6,000 
people have been brought 
into the main stream. If these 
many people had weapons, 
the situation can be assessed 
from this. Today there are no 
armed youths. In the past 
three and a half years, not 
even violence but there have 
been no incidents of demo-
cratic agitation. The entire 
Assam, particularly the BTR 
has become peaceful. We 
want more and more devel-
opment by working together. 
The Indian government, state 
and the BTR are working 
together on this. The Bodo, 
non-Bodo narrative has also 
been eliminated.”

The FMR, a longstanding 
agreement between India and 
Myanmar, allowed residents 
along the 1,643-km-long Indo-
Myanmar border to move up 
to 16 km into each other’s 
territory without visas.The 
policy, which facilitated cross-
border cultural ties, trade, 
and familial connections 
among the Zo ethnic tribes, 
has now been replaced by a 
stricter border pass system. 

The new regulation man-
dates that residents within 10 
km of the border on both 
sides must apply for official 
passes, significantly restricting 
mobility. Also, the Indian gov-
ernment has pushed for border 
fencing, a move widely opposed 
by the people of Mizoram. 

Expressing strong discon-
tent, ZORO’s vice president 
Rohmingthanga Kawlni stat-
ed:“ZORO is saddened and 
disappointed by the Central 
government's decision to can-
cel the freedom of commu-
nication with our brothers 

and sisters from the other 
side of the border. We also 
criticize the Mizoram state 
government for supporting 
the Centre’s decision by issuing 
the order to scrap the FMR.” 
In fact, the protest event also 
saw participation from key 
political figures across party 
lines. ZORO has also vowed 
to collaborate with the Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP), a powerful 
student organization, to take 
the issue to the Centre. The 
groups plan to demand the 
reinstatement of the FMR and 
halt the border fencing project, 
arguing that such measures 
violate the historical and cul-
tural ties of the Zo tribes span-
ning both sides of the bor-
der. 

In addition to opposing 
the FMR’s removal, it has 
raised concerns regarding the
alleged forced repatriation of 
28 Bangladeshi refugees by 
the Mizoram government and 
Assam Rifles. 

Reports suggest that these 

individuals had sought shelter 
in Mizoram but were sent 
back under disputed circum-
stances. The organisation has 
condemned these actions, 
reiterating Mizoram’s history 
of providing refuge to perse-
cuted minorities from neigh-
bouring countries. 

The abolition of FMR and 
border fencing initiatives are 
part of the Indian government’s 
broader strategy to tighten 
border security amid growing 
concerns over illegal migration, 
insurgency, and smuggling 
activities. 

However, for the Zo people, 
who share deep historical and 
familial connections across 
the Indo-Myanmar border, 
these changes represent a 
severe disruption to their way 
of life. 

The escalating opposition 
in Mizoram indicates that this 
issue could develop into a 
significant flashpoint between 
the state and the Central gov-
ernment in the coming months.
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The Assam Rifles and Mizo-
ram Police in a joint oper-
ation have seized heroin 
and highly addictive 
Methamphetamine tablets 
worth over Rs 7.64 crore 
and apprehended the drug
smuggler, officials said on 
Wednesday.  

A Defence spokesman 
said that the Assam Rifles 
troopers and Mizoram Police 
personnel arrested a drug 
peddler at Zokhawthar in 
bordering Champhai district 
and a huge haul of heroin 
and Methamphetamine 
tablets (weighing 2.276 kg) 
worth Rs 7.64 crore was 
recovered from him on 
Tuesday night. 

The apprehended drug 
peddler was identified as 
Lalruatzauva (34), a resident 
of Champhai district, which 
shared borders with Myan-
mar. 

The entire consignment 
of the drugs and the indi-
vidual were taken into cus-
tody by the Police Depart-
ment of Zokhawthar district 
for further investigation 
and legal proceedings. 

A police official said that 
the drugs were smuggled 
from Myanmar. 

“Ongoing smuggling of 
contraband items is a major
cause of concern for the 
state of Mizoram and India. 
Assam Rifles have continued 
their efforts against illegal 
smuggling and have also 

doubled efforts to nab the 
kingpins,” an official state-
ment said. 

On 24 January, the Assam 
Rifles along with the officials 
of the Excise and Narcotics 
Department seized heroin 
valued at Rs 35.51 crore 
from the same Champhai 
district and two people were 
arrested in this connection. 

Although six Mizoram 
districts - Champhai, Siaha, 
Lawngtlai, Hnahthial, Saitual 
and Serchhip - share a 510 
km-long unfenced border 
with Myanmar's Chin state, 
mountainous Champhai 
district is the hot spot for 
smuggling of various drugs, 
arms and ammunition and 
various other contraband. 

Various drugs, especially 
heroin and highly addictive 
methamphetamine tablets 
are often smuggled into the 
northeastern states of India 
from Myanmar, which 
shares a 1,643 km-long 
unfenced border with four 
northeastern states -- 
Arunachal Pradesh (520 
km), Manipur (398 km), 
Nagaland (215 km) and 
Mizoram (510 km).

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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On the holy occasion of the 
Mahakumbh's second Amrit 
Snan on Mauni Amavasya, 
the banks of the Triveni Sangam 
in Prayagraj transformed into 
a vibrant tapestry of faith and 
divinity as over 50.7 million 
people took a dip at different 
ghats. 

Against the backdrop of a 
stampede-like situation in 
which 30 pilgrims were killed 
and 60 injured near Sangam 
nose, a massive crowd of devo-
tees gathered at Mahakumbh 
and took the holy dip in Sangam 
even before the break of dawn 

on the occasion of Mauni 
Amavasya on Wednesday. 

The Amrit Snan, scheduled 
to begin at 5 a.m, was delayed 
and commenced at 11 a.m. 

Choppers showered flower 
petals on Naga Sadhus and 
saints during the Amrit Snan. 

The scene at the Sangam 
reflected the profound essence 
of Indian culture and tradition. 
Devotees from across the 
country gathered at the con-
fluence of the holy rivers 
Ganga, Yamuna, and the invis-
ible Saraswati, to take a holy 
dip and seek blessings and 
purification. 

According to officials, over 
50.7 million people had taken 
a dip in the Sangam till 4 p.m.

TENDER


